About:   SUSTAINABILITY and BECOMING “GREEN”

1. What makes a green home healthy?

Living Systems’ service is based on continuous owner education regarding potential health issues and the opportunities to make one’s home healthier. However, Living Systems also recognizes the cost impact on the total building budget.  Our job is to create an environment for making smart, as well as affordable, healthy choices.

Living Systems’ sustainable homes create living spaces that:

• feel spacious and intimate

• provide indirect, warm natural light

• maintain physical connection with the sights, sounds

   and scents of nature 

• insure health and comfort

2. How do you measure how “green” a building really is?

Continuing our 33-year tradition of setting the highest sustainable and affordable building standards in the industry, Living Systems is able to:

• provide independent third party Energy Star  Certification

• fully meet American Lung Association guidelines

• exceed LEED for Homes standards!
3.What do we mean by a “Zero Energy Home?”

Living Systems’ definition of Zero Energy:  NO off-site use of energy to heat, cool, run appliances or provide lighting within your home. 

To do this, Living Systems must:

First, reduce heating and cooling loads by 65% or more by substantially increasing all insulation points where heat loss and heat gain occur. One major factor in this process is the use of minimum R-5 windows as well as proper insulation techniques to completely seal the building envelope from air infiltration. A high efficiency HRV (heat recovery ventilator) system is then added to provide fresh air without compromising building energy efficiency. 

Second, proper orientation of the building along with passive heating and cooling design (high mass) are now added to effectively reduce and or eliminate heating and cooling loads. (click here for PDF download on “High Mass Construction.”)

Third, “active” solar collectors are added to heat and cool liquids thereby providing sun-heated hot water and in-floor heating OR COOLING.

Last, but not least, is the significant reduction of energy use through the selection of energy-efficient appliances, lighting and motor loads that can reduce electrical energy use by 50%. 

At this point, you may choose to disconnect totally from the power grid by installing photovoltaic collectors that convert the sun’s energy into electricity. However, if you do not choose to disconnect from the power grid, you can sell your excess power back to the public utilities company!!!
